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July 29, 2020 
Parents/Guardians,  
 
Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year!  I am very excited to be joining the team here at Mifflinburg 
Elementary School, as the new building Principal.  Our teachers and staff have been working very hard 
this summer to prepare for the opening of school.  We all recognize things will look and operate 
differently as we plan to function under COVID 19 safety requirements and regulations.  Based on our 
District’s Phased School Reopening Health and Safety Plan, I am finalizing a parent communication 
document that will outline what school will look like at the Elementary School under COVID 19 safety 
requirements.  It is my plan to have this document posted on our website and shared via Blackboard 
Connect no later than August 3, 2020.  The communication document will serve as our agenda for our 
“Townhall Meeting” scheduled for Thursday, August 6th at 7:00 p.m.  A link for this virtual townhall 
meeting will be shared at a later time on the district website and on Facebook.   
 
During our School Board meeting last night, Mr. Lichtel discussed plans for virtual orientation and Meet 
the Teacher Nights.  It was shared that we are planning for virtual orientations and meet the teacher 
nights.  Here at the Elementary school, these events will take place on Thursday, August 13th from 5:00-
7:00 p.m.  I am planning to have Kindergarten orientation from 5:00-5:40 p.m. followed by a rotating 
schedule for meet the teacher virtual meetings.  First and Second-Grade will have their meet the teacher 
virtual meetings on a rotating schedule from 5:00-7:00p.m. More information will be forthcoming, but 
please mark your calendars.   
 
As a former Kindergarten teacher, I fully understand the anxious feelings of both parents and students in 
regards to starting school, especially since in person meetings and tours are unable to occur at this time.  
We are fully committed to ensuring all our students, including incoming Kindergarteners and those 
students new to our school feel comfortable and have the guidance and support they need.  We will 
have additional staff members on hand to greet students and escort them to classrooms.  If you have 
major concerns regarding first-time entry to school, or if your child is overly anxious, please reach out to 
me at the Elementary School or email me at jcase@mifflinburg.org.   
 
I feel it is important to note, as discussed at the School Board meeting, the Elementary and Intermediate 
Schools will not be offering the early morning drop off program at this time.  This was not an easy 
decision and many factors were considered and discussed before this decision was rendered.  The 
Elementary School will open its doors for students at 8:20 a.m. and students will report directly to their 
classrooms.   
 
One of Mifflinburg Area School District’s guiding principles is, “Parents are our Partners.”  This has 
always been a belief of mine, throughout my 16 year educational career.  If we work together as a team, 
we can ensure our students have an enjoyable and safe school year.  Thank you for your support and I 
look forward to working with you this school year.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. James R. Case 
Building Principal 
Mifflinburg Elementary School  

Mr. James R. Case 
Building Principal 
 

Mrs. Laura Kerstetter 
School Counselor 
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